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classes of his countrymen. If therefore the eighties brought a
new purpose in Wales also, it was not so much to keep Celtic
legend alive by putting it into English, as to keep Celtic speech
alive by endowing it with newspapers and books on modern and
educational subjects. Three close contemporaries—Thomas E.
Ellis (1859-99), Owen M. Edwards (1858-1920), and Viriamu
Jones (1856^1901)—were the leaders in this work.1 The domi-
nant interest of them all was Welsh education, but they served
it in different ways. Ellis went into parliament in 1886, and from
1894 until his premature death in 1899 was chief liberal whip.
Jones, who died only two years later, had then for eighteen years
been head of the Cardiff University College. Owen Edwards
was content to hold a fellowship at Oxford, and from there poured
out books and periodicals in Welsh, editing poets such as Dafydd
ap Gwilym, Goronwy Owen, and Ceiriog, and aiming to give
the Welsh country-folk enough papers and magazines in their
own tongue to dispense with their reading English ones. In
1907 he left Oxford and became chief inspector of education in
Wales.
It was thrpugh the influence of these men that in 1888 the Cross
Commission reported in favour of bilingual teaching in Welsh
schools, and of ranking Welsh with Latin, French, and German
among the languages which might be taken by candidates for
admission to teachers' training colleges. Both concessions—
which were much overdue and had already been made by the
Scottish Code in favour of Gaelic-speaking children—were
granted. In the same year, when the County Councils Bill was
before parliament, Ellis put down an amendment that the
fifteen councils of Wales and Monmouth should elect representa-
tives to a general council for Wales, on which the Welsh M.P.'s
should also sit. But this was not pushed, the real politics of Welsh
nationalism, whose home was in the chapels, being centred on
Welsh disestablishment. After that had been adopted by Glad-
stone as a part of the Newcastle programme, any chance of the
Welsh group's dividing itself from the English liberal party dis-
appeared. But it was able increasingly to influence the party in
its own directions, which were those of Nonconformity, radi-
1 All three were early products of the 'university college* system, Ellis and Ed-
wards having been educated together at Aberystwyth, while Jones was at Univer-
sity College, London. To complete their education all three proceeded to Oxford,
less than ten years after it had been thrown fully open to dissenters in 1871; and it
was there that they joined forces.

